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Whoever decided
that the best slo
gan a patriotic

party needed tounseatthe

Umbrellawas that of earth-
quake, must be salivating by

now.

For even if the meteo

did not record this recent
one because their Richter
scale was out of batteries,
the security agencies may
havedoneitin
ink: for thisis

Ghana Police.
What all this mean.: £

' course, is that we as a na-

tionare so muchincrisis, we
have no plans for disasters.
No earthquake drille for chil-
dren, and no coup drills to
protect the constitution.
We seem to have re-
served all our drills for Gth
March parades and gymnas-
tic displays. We have even

suffered the same confu- |

sion, but still managed to
leave something behind, ac-
cording to the story. (The
script writer may have de-
cided to be kinder to Hilla
Lee since he, unlike the late

Profeseor, was capable of a

rejoinder.)

.that Fathia found herself

seated nexttothe manwho
may have made her home-
lesse.

Indeed, when | saw the
hallowed parliamentanry
speaker chatting with
Fathla on camera, my only

&

somebody’'s boye quarters
at Kaneshle.

Fathia herself must be
very courageous to have re-
turned home, considering
the bad goesip about her
withinthe camp of the pro-
gressivealliars,

The lesson the
school children sent
homewas thatit paye
to pull the trigger,
rather than the pink
book. Thereafter, all
problems cease.

All that children
need to know ie that

‘Mr.. Speaker, remember
one of Nkrumah’s sons is
currently ‘perching’ at
somebody’s boys quarters
.at Kaneshie.

The gossip was so bad
r presence in any shop-
ng centre at Osu, should
. peily raise asecurity alert!.
But the parade was
pt too bad, except that
Jeeadfaces ofthe oppo-
tion were missing. The

history etope after
Hie Jerryship. Thereafter,
there are no more probleme
tosolve. '

His Jerryship himself
must have been very disap-
pointed in the story, par-
ticularly since good old

conclusion was they were
probably discussing when he
would hand over Nkrumah'e
house at Cantonments, to
the formerFirstlady.
It's otherwise hard to
tell what else could be the

st time they appeared
together with their ‘en-
emies’'was at aninstallation
ceremony where they were
met with taunts and anti-
opposition choruses,

And they must have
learned their lessons, that
they belong only to history.
As this parade turned out, |

probably the
third coup at-
tempt in 10
weeks; and it

111

did see thirty-firsters
marching with their
oversized red berets,
.and umbrella people:
swinging arms (with-

couldevenbe:
said, if the ballot fails, use
earthquakel!

Not until then, one
would think our armed
forces were battle ready.

cled men themselves, in-
cluding those guardin

Jerryship, Farrakhan and all,
must have run for theirdear
livés, leaving theirbosses in
the hands of night watch-
men '

But earthquakes hap-
pen so often these days
youwonder if you shouldn't
revise your notes on na-
tional stability, and also be-
gindiscussingwhattodo

As it turned out, the mus-

done something much more
strikinginrecent times.

The front page of the
Graphic early last week
proudly displayed the pic-
ture of aschool girl being
trained to pull the trigger,

“mifttary dritt presurmably to—

herald our 40th anniversary.
It was easy to presume
that it was an editorialover-
sight, perhaps quietly in-
serted when the editorwas
taking a nap.

But you are wrong to
think so. Labt Thursday on
the parade grounds, our

school children confirmed - -

Kukurudu, the earthquake

Julius was looking on, and
appeared to be making
notes. . ’
If electorates had a
choice in what kind of com-

pany their leader should

_choose, we would probably

opt for the companionship
of Julius and the Old Man |
down South, and request
Brother Louis and the Naira
General not to worry too
much about coming particu-
larly if their schedules are
busy.

It is often reassuring
when we see in His
Jerryship's company, grey
haired men who willingly

incase another small boy
gets up one of these
dawns and begins singing
the national anthem on
Joy FM.

In that case, what
to do is probably the
same as what you willdo
in case of an earthquake.
Hide under the nearest

All that children need to
know is that history stops
after His Jerryship.
- Thereafter, there are no
more problems tossolve.

handed over thrones,-
without asking carpen-
ters. to make new
stools.

Kenneth, K should
be a frequent flier here
too: we need his likes
here particularly when
there will be another

table, with your head

blocked) ignoring the
crooked voice for the tinte
being.

If there are no tables
to hide underneath, or ears
to block, move unto plain
grounds, and avoid standing
close to windows or pillars,
foryoumay be hit by astray
bullet, or a blow from the
coup maker.

In any case, do not
panic even if your heart is
beating. Stay in a safe po-
sition until the national an-
them or rumbling is over, af-
ter which you may do a roll
call of various parts of your
body, checking who is miss-
ing, and who has been re-
stored by the grace of the

]

bowed (and your ears _

ourfears.

They staged a play be-
fore His Jerryship, Julius
Nyerere and other dignitar-
ies, narrating the story of
Ghana's independence. It
was the story of anational
jigsaw puzzle, which could
not be fully solved until a
trigger finally happenedona
31st, and behold the nation
restored its coherence.

Before then, all
mortals had miserably
flopped. Among all at-
tempts to solve the puzzle,
it was probably Busia & Co.
that looked the clumsiest.

With encyclopedias in
hand, they looked suffi-
ciently confused to need a
rescue mission. Hilla Lee’

handover problem in a
few years. ' ,
As for the Naira Gen-
eral, he could probably pro-
ceedonceintenyears! Only
God knows what it means
when the Press says, ‘the

contents ofhismessageto- -

His Jerryship were not dis-
closed,’ or ‘they met behind
closeddoors.’ . :

But it was nice to see
our independenceFirstlady
(fromlong ago) with her chil-.
dren (Gamel and all) fuss-
ing over her.- But Fathia
neédn't worry if she looked

éhubby, and put on adrese

other than her favorite
kente motif.

| was only wondering
how our protocol people ar-
ranged the seating at the
Independence square, such

subject of achat between
tenant and landlady, par-
ticularly these days when
‘My children are returning

- from Longdon.’

ll ‘Mr. Speaker, remem-
rer one of Nkrumah'’s sons
is currently ‘perching’ at

independence, a smallearth |-

out the opposition), all

as if the Big Six were made
underthe umbrella, @ %
It should then not be
surprisingifon suchagreat
anniversary of our national

kukurudu should remind one
and all, that everythingwent
wrong on our birthdlay. /
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VACANCY.

ties, including writing, editing
mation.

QUALIFICATIONS:

¢ Degree or postgraduate diploma

sub-editing; :
¢ Experience in layout and design,

¢ Hard Qvoﬂ(ing to tight‘deadlines

Remuneration: Attractive

1)CV
2) two writing samples and
3) names of two referees:

fax to: 231687

SUB-

We are looking for someone to assist the editor of an
Accra-based magazine dealing with economic, political and
developmental issues around Africa in general editorial du-
and general compiling of.infor-

'y Understanding of the interest in issues covered by the
magazine. GlJ diploma plus 5 years working experience
OR

experience Preferably heve experience r eithe: editing or

+ Becomputer literate, and prepared to leam design and layout.

above-mentioned issues will be an advantage.

Interested applicants should send

" The Managing Editor
P.O. Box 5564, Accra -

Closing date: March 30, 1997

EDITOR

plus 2 years working

and in researchinto the

North OR
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